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Natural Areas of Cook County
       Kennicott’s Grove Nature Preserve
“The prairie island and its grove are like the hammock in the everglades, like an atoll in the sea, like an oasis upon the 
desert…a spot where a man can throw himself down and drink the wind and bathe in the shade, where, he can begin to 
hear the birds singing deeper in the woods…”
                                                                                                                                                             Donald Culross Peattie, A Prairie Grove
     Land survey notes from 1839 revealed an “island of oak and hickory timber” amidst the wide-open seas of grass 
and prairie wildflowers—today this island comprises Kennicott’s Grove Nature Preserve. Settlers often located 
their homes in these “prairie groves” for protection from the elements and a ready supply of wood—hence names 
like Morton Grove, Downers Grove, Villa Grove, and Buffalo Grove. Kennicott’s Grove’s 50-acre mosaic of swamp, 
marsh, pond, prairie, and wet and upland woods now supports over 285 native plant species. Uplands are dominated 
by red and white oak, and the wetter woods harbor burr and the occasional swamp white oak—with some trees 
exceeding 500 years in age. Plants growing in their shade include wild leek, columbine, Jack-in-the-pulpit, green 
dragon, lady fern, trout lily, Virginia waterleaf, swamp rose, brown-eyed Susan, bloodroot, and prairie and great white 
trillium. More open habitats harbor prairie cordgrass, blue-joint grass, swamp milkweed, bottle gentian, blue-flag 
iris, climbing prairie rose, water smartweed, and even occasional sightings of white and yellow lady’s slipper orchids. 
Cooper’s and Red-shouldered Hawks nest here in the spring. In addition to commoner amphibians like bullfrogs, 
American toads, and leopard frogs, you can also find mud-puppies, eastern spotted newts, western chorus frogs, 
gray tree-frogs, and tiger, spotted, and blue-spotted salamanders. Turtle species include spiny softshell, snapping, 
stinkpot, box, painted, and red-eared sliders. Perhaps the most exceptional feature is the snake hibernaculum, where 
snakes of all kinds winter in a protected, constant-temperature environment. The preserve’s extraordinary snake 
diversity includes species such as brown, fox, queen, milk, smooth green, and the rare Kirtland’s snake, which was 
discovered and named here by Robert Kennicott in 1856. Visit the first-rate interpretive centers that have a self-
guided tour map, and displays documenting the site’s rich cultural history, flora, and fauna.
Traveling on Milwaukee Ave. (Rte. 21), turn east at the sign for The 
Grove to enter site. It is about 100 m south of the I-294 overpass.
Photo by INHS staff except of woodlands courtesy of Steve Swanson.
    
    GPS: N 42.0817, W -87.8647  All photos by INHS staff, except 
woodlands courtesy of Steve Swanson.
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